
Red-eyed falcons

the smallest birds of prey in 
Africa. They measure just 19–20 
cm. In the wild, they do not build 
nests but use the nests of weaver 
birds, in return protecting them 
from snakes and lizards, which 
they feed on. Falconets also hunt 
insects, rodents and even small 
birds.

The Paradise Crane

is the national bird of South 
Africa. This elegant and stately 
bird is one of the most beautiful 
cranes. It inhabits grassy, open 
terrain and does not shy away 
from wetlands. Unfortunately, this 
species is at risk of extinction. It is 
considered a symbol of peace and 
courage, and its feathers adorn 
the warriors of local tribes. 

The Manchurian crane

is one of the largest cranes. In 
East Asia, it is a symbol of good 
luck and fidelity. Its habitat 
consists of marshes and rice 
fields. It has a red patch of skin 
on the top of its head. During 
the mating season, they perform 
very spectacular group dances. 
In flight, they form a V-formation 
and their call is known as a 
‘klangor’ (resembling a trumpet). 

The black swan

a bird found in Australia, unlike 
other swans, has black plumage 
with a band of white flight 
feathers along the wing edges. 
Although, contrary to popular 
belief, it is not a monogamous 
species, both parents take part 
in incubating the eggs (which 
is unusual among web-footed 
birds) and caring for the young.

The Chilean flamingo 

owes its beautiful colour to 
pigments found in its diet. The 
flamingos’ diet consists of algae and 
tiny crustaceans containing red and 
yellow carotenoids, which, once 
digested, give their feathers a pink 
hue. The mirrors in the Warsaw 
flamingos’ enclosure make the birds 
reflected in them believe they are 
part of a large flock, which gives 
them an extra sense of security.

White storks

at Warsaw Zoo are mainly patients 
at the Bird Sanctuary. After 
treatment and rehabilitation, they 
return to the wild. Individuals 
that have suffered serious injuries 
and would be unable to survive 
independently in the wild remain 
at the Zoo. Some of them have left 
Poland for the British Isles, where 
they are taking part in projects 
to rebuild the population of this 
species.

Pink pelican

Did you know that the leathery 
pouch under a pink-backed 
pelican’s beak can hold over 10 
litres of water? It acts as a net for 
catching fish, which form the basis 
of the pelican’s diet. Pelicans hunt 
in flocks. They surround a school 
of fish and gradually tighten the 
circle, before catching their prey in 
unison. An interesting fact is that 
this species has been observed in 
Poland on several dozen occasions.

Fruit-eaters

a group of exceptionally colorful 
pigeons from Asia and Oceania. 
Their diet consists of soft 
fruits. They owe their color to 
carotenoids derived from their 
food, which, when combined 
with proteins, produce bright 
red, orange, yellow and even 
purple hues, providing 
excellent camouflage on 
fruit-bearing trees.
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SEE 
MORE!

If you’d like to get to know the ani-
mals at Warsaw Zoo better and 
develop an interest in the natural 
world, sign up for 

EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS  
AND ZOO TOURS  

with ZOOeducators:
www.zoo.waw.pl/edukacja 
Bookings: (22) 619 56 28

GUIDE TO WARSAW ZOO

Find out more about the animals 
and Warsaw Zoo. 
- History of Warsaw Zoo 
- Interesting facts about the animals 
-  Behind the scenes at the Zoo - 

Unique photographs 
Available at ticket offices and the 
Customer Service Point (open daily 
from 9:00).

The zoo in Warsaw’s Praga district 
opened in 1928 and was already, 
even then, a modern facility that 
met the contemporary standards 
of animal husbandry and served the 
purposes of science and education. 
A huge breeding success of those 
years was the birth of the Indian ele-
phant Tu Zinka in 1937, to date the 
only elephant born in Poland. 

For many years, Warsaw Zoo has 
enjoyed success in breeding, amon-
gst others: snow leopards, African 
penguins, Congo peacocks, red kan-
garoos, and giraffes. The offspring 
of these animals help to replenish 
populations in other European zoos. 

The Warsaw Zoological Garden 
is the initiator of Zoos and Aqu-
ariums Mission Day (which takes 
place annually on 11 March to hi-
ghlight the role of modern zoos) 
and the Warsaw IRBIS Zoological 
Competition. 

The Warsaw Zoo helps sick and inju-
red birds, which are admitted to the 
Bird Reception Centre and then tre-
ated at the PTASI AZYL Protected 
Bird Rehabilitation Centre. Specia-
lists provide them with veterinary 
care and the opportunity to return 
to the wild. The CITES Centre looks 
after exotic amphibians, reptiles 
and invertebrates seized during 
interventions by law enforcement 
agencies. 

Visitors can also explore the year
-round pavilions, namely: the Aqu-
arium, the Bird House, the Primate 
Pavilion, the Elephant House, the 
Invertebrate House, the Giraffe Ho-
use and the Hippopotamus House. 
The Warsaw Zoological Garden is 
one of the most popular attractions 
in the capital. 

The Warsaw Zoo is open every 
day, all year round, from 9.00 am. 

THE WARSAW ZOO  
IS OPEN EVERY DAY 

- JANUARY - FEBRUARY 
- MARCH 
- APRIL 
- MAY - AUGUST 
on weekdays 
weekends and public holidays 
- SEPTEMBER 
- OCTOBER
- NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 

9:00-16:00 
9:00-17:00 
9:00-18:00 

9:00-18:00 
9:00-19:00 
9:00-18:00 
9:00-17:00
9:00-16:00

Ticket offices close one hour earlier. 
Last admission is always one hour be-
fore the zoo closes. 

THE ANTONINA 
AND JAN ŻABIŃSKI 

MUNICIPAL ZOO  
IN WARSAW

The Mission of Warsaw Zoo

We protect nature to save the sha-
red world of humans and animals. 
We fulfil our mission by collaborating 
with zoos and scientific institutions 
from around the world. With passion, 
knowledge and experience, we contri-
bute to the fight for the survival of en-
dangered species. We combine exem-
plary breeding with scientific research 
and environmental education. We 
run a Bird Sanctuary and a CITES cen-
ter for animals in need of assistance. 
We are a showcase of Warsaw’s rich 
history and part of its future – a green 
oasis in the heart of the capital. 
Motto: Let’s work together to pro-
tect nature!

The Warsaw Zoological Garden is 
a vast, green oasis in the heart of the 
capital. You can come here to learn, 
relax amidst beautiful nature and ob-
serve magnificent animals. Across 40 
hectares of beautiful grounds, there 
are around 3,000 animals, not inc-
luding invertebrates and fish, repre-
senting approximately 500 species of 
which nearly 90 are covered by pro-
grams to save animals threatened 
with extinction.


